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What Is the NASA Space 

Grant Consortium?

• Legislated by Congress in 1988; initiated by NASA in 1989

• National network of university-based Space Grant Consortia 
whose goal is to contribute to the nation’s science enterprise by 
funding education, research, and public engagement projects.

• The Space Grant national network includes over 850 affiliates 
from universities, colleges, industry, museums, science centers,
and state/local agencies.

• These affiliates belong to one of 52 NASA Space Grant 
Consortia, one in each of the 50 states, one in Puerto Rico, and 
one in DC.



NASA Space Grant 

Consortium Objectives

• Establish and maintain a national network of universities.

• Encourage cooperative programs among universities; aerospace 
industry; and Federal, state, and local governments

• Encourage interdisciplinary education, research, and public 
service programs related to aerospace

• Recruit and train U.S. citizens, especially women, 
underrepresented minorities, and persons with disabilities

• Promote a strong science, mathematics, and technology education 
base from elementary through secondary levels.
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Galactica AMS Magnet and Detectors 

https://cerncourier.com/a/ams-the-search-for-exotic-matter-goes-into-space/
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Origami James Webb Space Telescope

Origami paper models for James Webb Space Telescope 

by Jenny Chan at Origami Tree

https://www.jwst.nasa.gov/content/features/educational/paperModel/paperModel.html
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James Webb Space Telescope - NASA's Eyes

Provides a realistic simulated view of the James Webb Space Telescope

https://eyes.nasa.gov/apps/orrery/#/sc_jwst
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Dark matter, WIMPS, and NASA's Alpha Magnetic Spectrometer data (newatlas.com)

This is an article from newatlas.com that talks about the AMS and its search for dark matter. I used the 

picture of AMS in this article as a visual for my students. 

https://newatlas.com/alpha-magnetic-spectrometer-nasa-dark-matter/26968/
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This is a PDF I created for students to draw and write about observations during the 

What Makes Up the Universe? Activities. 
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Link to the NASA SpacePlace webpage referenced earlier in this PowerPoint: 

https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/dark-matter/en/

Go to the next page

https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/dark-matter/en/
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Incredible PowerPoint over the topic of Dark Matter: 

What Lurks in the Dark?

Scroll to the bottom of webpage for resources

Go to the next page

https://universe-of-learning.org/contents/events/science-briefings/science-briefing-what-lurks-in-the-dark-an-exploration-of-dark-matter?Project=science-briefings&keyword=dark matter
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Additional information about dark matter and dark energy: 

Dark Energy, Dark Matter - NASA SCIENCE

Go to the next page

https://science.nasa.gov/astrophysics/focus-areas/what-is-dark-energy
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GMS: Content of the Universe Pie Chart (nasa.gov)

From: NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center. I used this pie chart to make a hands-on puzzle for 

students to see what makes up the universe. 
Go to the next page

https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/12307
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The Universe Presented by NASA's Chandra X-ray Observatory (harvard.edu)

A fantastic visual representation from the Chandra X-Ray Observatory using jellybeans to show energy 

distribution in the universe. (Very large file)

https://chandra.harvard.edu/resources/handouts/lithos/piehandout.pdf
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An awesome video here showing 

Astronaut Chris Hadfield talking about the importance of the 

AMS!

https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=PiIl26tZkug

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PiIl26tZkug



